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Welcome to OJT Business Symposium 2023! 

On behalf of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot and the entire Chicago aviation community, I am thrilled to welcome you to the 
Chicago Department of Aviation’s (CDA) OJT Business Symposium. The CDA is one of the world’s leading airport 
networks, acting as owner and operator of both O’Hare and Midway International Airports. Right now, we’re in the middle 
of a once-in-a-generation modernization and expansion program that offers unprecedented opportunities for Chicago 
construction businesses.

The multibillion O’Hare 21 Program is re-imagining the entire curb-to-gate experience for the tens of millions of travelers 
who go through our region’s biggest airport every year. Under Mayor Lightfoot’s leadership, we’re more focused than ever 
on our commitment to minority- and women-owned  businesses, commonly known in the industry as “MBE” and “WBE.”

Our airports are economic engines, and capital developments are a proven way to support job creation, economic 
stimulation, and capacity building for businesses of all types and sizes. Since the start of the O’Hare 21 Program,  
60 MBEs and WBEs have started their first contracts at the airport, through projects managed by our Construction 
Managers at-Risk. There are incredible opportunities to be a part of the growth of O’Hare ahead. I encourage you to explore 
ways that your company can get involved, and realize the benefits of a “hire-first” program and apprentice candidates.

Thanks again for coming, and we’ll see you at the airport! 

Jamie L. Rhee  

Commissioner  

Chicago Department of Aviation
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The modernization and expansion of O’Hare International Airport, O’Hare 21, is creating unprecedented 
opportunities in construction for small- to medium-size businesses throughout Chicagoland.

To help these companies grow to meet demand and connect with residents for workforce opportunities, 
the CDA has developed an OJT training program.

Delivered in partnership with O’Hare 21 Construction Managers at-Risk, assist agencies and other 
community organizations, the program’s workshop brings together and shares resources to help 
companies support, train and hire new employees, with qualified costs reimbursed for training and more.

At the free symposium, leaders in the construction and workforce development fields will discuss:  

• Benefits of OJT programs

• Tips for ensuring a successful apprenticeship

• Job opportunities on the O’Hare21 Program

The OJT initiative is an exciting example of how the City of Chicago, CDA and O’Hare 21 are helping to 
drive job creation, with a focus on economic equity for minority and women-owned businesses throughout 
Chicago’s many neighborhoods.
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9 A.M. – 9:20 A.M. Welcome Message
Jamie L. Rhee, Commissioner
Chicago Department of Aviation,
O’Hare and Midway International Airports 

Highlights and Introductions
Frank Grimaldi, Deputy Commissioner,
Design & Construction,
Chicago Department of Aviation,
O’Hare and Midway International Airports

9:20 A.M. – 10 A.M. Session 1
• Intro to OJT (On-the-Job Training) Program 
   Key Features
Eileen Vesey, Program Director,
Chicago Federation of Labor Workforce
& Community Initiative

10 A.M. – 10:45 A.M. Session 2
• Employer Benefits 
• How Does OJT Work?
Eileen Vesey, Program Director,
Chicago Federation of Labor Workforce
& Community Initiative

10:45 A.M. – 11 A.M. Break

11 A.M. – 11:45 A.M. Session 3
• Panel Discussion
• Sharing a Success Story
Frank Grimaldi, Deputy Commissioner

11:45 A.M. – Ongoing Networking/Conclusion

AGENDA



Eileen Vesey – Presenter 
Eileen is program director of Chicago 
Federation of Labor Workforce  
& Community Initiative. She is 
experienced working collaboratively  
with teams and taking on challenging 
projects. Her work with workforce 
development and economic issues has 
helped make positive contributions to 
businesses and local communities.  
Eileen is proud to have built trusted  
and lasting relationships with staff, 
volunteers and partners. 

Adrian Mobley 
Adrian is the owner and president  
of Air & Wellness Safety Training  
Company, and a life-long resident of  
the Chicagoland area. Air & Wellness 
provides traffic safety and temporary 
jobsite security services, and first aid, 
AED and CPR training for workplaces.  
A graduate of Southern Illinois University 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Workforce 
Development and Training, Adrian  
worked as a respiratory therapist at  
Rush Medical Center and Advocate 
Children’s Hospital before forming  
Air & Wellness.

Alberto Rocha 
Alberto is CEO and founder of Rocha 
Electric, a leading Chicago contractor 
specializing in commercial and industrial 
installations. As a student at DePaul 
University, Alberto switched his career 
path to become an electrical apprentice, 
working his way up from apprentice and 
journeyperson electrician to a foreman, 
and finally business owner. Alberto is a 
proud member of IBEW Local 134 and 
his company is actively involved with 
the Hispanic American Construction 
Industry Association (HACIA).

Frank Grimaldi 
Highlights & Program Facilitator  
Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA),  
Deputy Commissioner – Design & Construction 
Frank serves as the Deputy Commissioner of the Design and Constructions divisions  
of CDA. In his role, Frank is responsible for providing comprehensive knowledge,  
oversight and leadership of all airport development and planning activities, including 
development, design and management of capital projects, facilities projects and  
tenant projects. He is also part of the Terminal Area Plan (TAP) team, and the  
signature component of the multi-billion dollar O’Hare 21 program, which will greatly 
expand O’Hare International Airport’s capacity and enhance the passenger experience.

PANEL MEMBERS

Jamie L. Rhee 
Welcome Remarks
Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA), Commissioner 
Commissioner Rhee manages one of the world’s busiest airport systems, 
comprised of O’Hare and Midway International Airports, which serves more than 
100 million passengers each year and propels Chicago as a global leader for air 
cargo activity. Jamie began her career with the City of Chicago and has worked 
for nearly 24 years in various roles, most recently as the Chief Procurement 
Officer. In this role, Jamie oversaw the certification of thousands of minority-
owned, women-owned, and disadvantaged business enterprises, including the 
Airport Concessionaire Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (ACDBE) program.

WELCOME
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Julio Rodriguez 
Julio is deputy director of the Office 
of Employment and Training (OET) at 
the Illinois Department of Commerce 
& Economic Opportunity, which is 
responsible for the management and 
oversight of the Workforce Innovation  
and Opportunity Act (WIOA). Under  
Julio’s leadership for the last 19 years, 
OET has met or exceeded performance, 
developed nationally recognized sector-
based training initiatives, secured $50 
million in additional federal funding 
to support new model programs, and 
developed training policy to increase the 
number of individuals receiving industry 
recognized credentials.

Jay Rowell
Jay is the executive director of 
HIRE360, a unique cross-industry 
partnership providing sustainable 
career opportunities and support for 
Chicago residents in the hospitality, 
manufacturing, and construction 
industries. The partnership between 
organized labor, philanthropic groups 
and Chicago contractors and developers 
provides recruitment, training, placement, 
and skills development services. Jay has 
previously held the roles of Deputy Illinois 
State Treasurer and Director of the Illinois 
Department of Employment Security.

Jayne Vellinga 
Jayne has been a leader in the field of 
workforce development for more than 
30 years, assuming the role of executive 
director for Chicago Women in Trades in 
2009 after ten years of service as director 
of programs. To advance women’s 
participation in construction and other 
nontraditional occupations, Jayne has 
overseen a large-scale expansion of 
program services, the development of 
a technical assistance program, the 
acquisition of a workshop facility, and 
the establishment of pre-apprenticeship 
and welding training programs.

Zach Amesquita 
How did you get started with Rocha?  
I took part in a program at Hispanic American Construction Industry 
Association (HACIA), where I connected with Alberto. I already knew 
of Alberto through the local community and it was good to learn more 
about his company and their work. 
How did you get interested in construction, and electrical work in 
particular? 

I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do at first, but Alberto encouraged me to learn more about the electrical 
trade. Electrical work appealed to me; I’d always liked fixing small items. He encouraged me to do  
the OJT program through HACIA and I’m really glad he did. I started in October 2022. It’s been really  
eye-opening, and he and his team have helped me a lot. 
What kinds of things have you been learning through the job training program/apprenticeship program? 
Even though it’s just baby steps, right now I’m enjoying learning about materials, the different parts of a 
service breaker box, things like that.  
What are you looking forward to doing that you haven’t done yet? 
Moving forward, I’d like to do a pre-apprenticeship program, join IBEW Local 134 and make more 
connections in the industry. 
What advice would you give someone who was considering undertaking an OJT program in construction? 
If anyone was thinking about doing OJT, I’d recommend it because I found it motivating. The way the 
program is set up, it helps push you along to achieve your goals. 

SUCCESS STORY

CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION   I   OJT BUSINESS SYMPOSIUM



Special Thanks to Program Partners and Construction Managers at-Risk

CONNECTING CHICAGO TO THE WORLD 
AND THE WORLD TO CHICAGO 


